HELP WANTED!- WASHINGTON STATE PTA LEGISLATIVE FOCUS DAY IS WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2008.- Each year, PTA members from throughout the state join together on a special day to contact their elected lawmakers in Olympia.  The goal of Focus Day is to deliver a uniform and consistent message about PTA’s top legislative priorities to as many lawmakers as possible. You will also have the opportunity to participate in other activities, such as general sessions led by speakers who can help you better understand our advocacy work for this session, Capitol Campus tours, and legislative hearings.  

Talking with legislators is very important and it’s easy because they’re regular people who do want to hear from you, their constituents.  As parents, grandparents, and educators, PTA members know all about the needs of our children, so you can provide great insight and expert advice to legislators.

· Participate.  No experience is necessary and there are several ways for members to become involved.

· Travel to Olympia.  It can be fun and educational, and meeting legislators face to face is effective.  Parents may also want to bring students with them, so check with your teachers or school principal.  If you can’t take the day off, ask a grandparent to join your PTA and go in your place.    

· Participate Virtually.  Send email messages or call legislators.  WSPTA provides an easy to use tool that includes sample letters and talking points in our Legislative Action Center on-line at: www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm.  This tool can’t be effective unless our members make use of it, so please give it a try.  

Make an investment this year to support PTA advocacy on February 13, 2008.  The time and effort you devote working on behalf of the children of Washington State can pay big dividends.  Sign up by contacting your legislative representative, Carol Stamper, carol.stamper@comcast.net or 425-313-1954.  

