WHY VOTE? AND HOW TO VOTE IN WASHINGTON STATE- 

The right to vote is a duty as well as a privilege. It is important for all citizens to vote in every election to make sure that the democratic, representative system of government is maintained. Persons who do not vote lose their voice in the government. 

Being able to vote does not only mean showing up on Election Day and casting your ballot. It is also essential that voters be informed about the candidates and issues. 

The Office of the Secretary of State publishes a voters’ pamphlet containing information about state ballot measures and candidate statements. Some counties also produce local voters’ pamphlets. Other sources of information about candidates and issues include local newspapers, television, libraries, political parties, and through candidate campaigns. 

Here are some quick facts about voting in Washington State:

To be eligible to vote you:

• Must be a United States citizen

• Must be at least 18 years old on or before Election Day

• Must have lived in Washington State for 30 days prior to the election (exceptions apply to military and overseas voters)

• Must not maintain a registration in more than one county or one state or under more than one name

• Must not be denied voting rights for being subject to guardianship

• Must not be a convicted felon without restored civil rights

Additional facts as it relates to a mail-in Ballot;
What are mail elections?
Mail elections are an alternative to polling place voting. Prior to each election a ballot is automatically mailed to every eligible registered voter to the address on record. 
Why are elections conducted by mail?
Many Washington State voters had already requested to receive permanent absentee ballots at each election rather than go to an assigned polling place to vote on Election Day. In many counties, because of the low turnout at the polls on Election Day, it is not cost effective to continue to conduct poll site elections. Many voters enjoy the extra time to review the ballot before casting a vote that comes with voting by mail. 

Which counties vote by mail?
36 of Washington’s 39 counties now vote by mail. King County still maintains poll sites but has plans to switch to all mail elections in 2008. Pierce and Kittitas Counties are the other two counties that still maintain poll sites. 

As a registered voter, what do I have to do to vote by mail?
If you live in a county that conducts all elections by mail you will automatically receive a ballot. You will need to keep your residence and mailing addresses current with your County Auditor to ensure your ballot is mailed to the correct location. 

If you live in a county that offers both absentee ballot voting and poll site voting, you’ll need to request an absentee ballot from your County Auditor. You may choose to request an absentee ballot for a single election or to receive absentee ballots permanently. 

When are the ballots mailed to the voters?
Washington State law requires ballots be mailed to voters at least 18 days prior to an election. 

What do I do if my ballot doesn’t arrive?
If Election Day is approaching and you have not received a ballot, contact your County Auditor’s Office for a replacement ballot. If you would like a replacement ballot to be mailed to you, do not wait until the day before the election to request one. If there is not enough time to receive a replacement ballot by mail, you may pick one up in person.

When must the voted ballot be returned?
Mail ballots must be post-marked on or before Election Day. If the Auditor’s Office receives a ballot after Election Day that was not post-marked on or before Election Day, the votes on the ballot will not be counted. 

It is never too late to begin, get involved in the process now. Stay informed, talk about issues, and help get other people enthused. And on Election Day, vote knowing you made a decision that you believe will benefit you, your state, your country, and your world. Then you will know that you have made your voice heard.

